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CITY OF PACIFIC, WASHINGTON 

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-xxxx 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF PACIFIC, WASHINGTON, RELATING TO 

REGULATION OF ODORS, AMENDING PACIFIC MUNICPAL 

CODE SECTION 20.68.160; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Pacific adopted regulations for odorous substances and 

air contaminants that are likely to be injurious to public health, or which unreasonably 

interferes with enjoyment of life and property at Title 20 of the Pacific Municipal Code; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the legislature, at RCW 70.94.011, has declared that it is “public 

policy to preserve, protect, and enhance the air quality for current and future 

generations,” and “[i]mproving air quality is a matter of statewide concern and is in the 

public interest”; and 

 

WHEREAS, to that end, the legislature created air pollution control authorities in 

each county of the state, and by statutes, including the Clean Air Act, RCW 70.94, those 

local clean air authorities are provided with very broad powers; and  

 

 WHEREAS, in addition, the legislature has granted to the Department of Ecology 

and local authorities, including the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency (“PSCAA”), the 

power to enact emission standards that deal specifically with odors, and to assess civil 

penalties to individuals and companies who violate the Clean Air Act or the Agency’s 

regulations; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the PSCAA has the resources and expertise to issue permits for 

necessary discharge of odors subject to Clean Air Act, and to prosecute violations of that 

permit and the Agency’s rules and regulations; and   

 

WHEREAS, the City Council seeks to defer to the PSCAA’s expertise where an 

odor is discharged pursuant to and in compliance with a permit issued by PSCAA; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission considered this Ordinance on ____ and 

held a public hearing seeking input from citizens on this Ordinance on ______; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Council considered this Ordinance in its first reading of the 

Ordinance during a regular City Council meeting on January __, 2020; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council considered this Ordinance in its second reading of 

the Ordinance during a regular City Council meeting on February __, 2020; and 
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WHEREAS, the City Council finds that this Ordinance is consistent with the 

City’s regulations and ordinances, and is in the best interests of the citizens of Pacific;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PACIFIC DOES 

HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:   

 

 Section 1.  Findings and Recitals. The findings and recitals set forth above are 

hereby adopted and incorporated herein by this reference. 

 

 Section 2.  Section 20.68.160 of the Pacific Municipal Code is hereby amended to 

read as follows: 

 

PMC 20.68.160 Performance standards. 

 

Any dissemination incident to a permitted use shall comply with the standards 

established in this section: 

 

A. The noise emanating from premises used for industrial activities shall be 

muffled so as not to become objectionable due to intermittent beat, frequency or 

shrillness, and where an industrial use adjoins a residential district, the noise loudness 

measured at the boundary line shall not exceed 40 decibels between the hours of 11:30 

p.m. and 6:00 a.m. and 60 decibels at other hours. 

 

B. Industrial and exterior lighting shall not be used in such a manner that 

produces glare on public highways and neighboring property. Arc welding, acetylene 

torchcutting or similar processes shall be performed so as not to be seen from any point 

beyond the outside of the property. 

 

C. In terms of fire and safety hazards, the storage and handling of flammable 

liquids, liquefied petroleum, gases and explosives shall comply with rules and regulations 

falling under the jurisdiction of the city fire chief, the laws of the state and other local 

ordinances: Bulk storage of inflammable liquids below ground shall be permitted, and the 

tank shall be located not closer to the property line than the greatest dimension (diameter, 

length or height) of the tank. 

 

D. Provisions must be made for necessary shielding or other preventative 

measures against interferences occasioned by mechanical, electrical, electronic and 

nuclear equipment, uses, or processes with electrical apparatus in nearby buildings or 

land uses. 

 

E. The emission of obnoxious odors of any kind shall not be permitted nor the 

emission of any toxic or corrosive fumes or gases; provided that the emission of odors 

pursuant to and in compliance with a permit or similar approval issued by the Puget 

Sound Clean Air Agency (PSCAA) shall be allowed and shall be subject to the 

concurrent jurisdiction of the City and the PSCAA.  Any odor complaint received by the 

City relating to an entity with a permit or similar approval by the PSCAA shall be 
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referred to the PSCAA for investigation. PSCAA shall be responsible for investigating 

the complaint. The City may participate in the investigation of the complaint in 

coordination with PSCAA.  In the case of City participation, PSCAA shall be the lead 

agency and shall make the final decision regarding an odor complaint. Dust created by an 

industrial operation shall not be exhausted or wasted into the air. 

 

F. The emission of smoke or particulate matter of a density equal to or greater 

than number 3 on the Ringlemann Chart as currently published and used by the U.S. 

Bureau of Mines is prohibited at all times. 

 

Dust and other types of air pollution borne by the wind from such sources as 

storage areas and roads shall be minimized by appropriate landscaping, paving, oiling or 

other acceptable means. Emission of particulate matter in excess of 0.2 grain per cubic 

foot of conveying gas or air measured at any property line is prohibited. 

 

G. Smoke Emission Rates. The rate of emission of particulate matter from all 

sources on any property shall not exceed a net weight of one pound per acre of property 

during any one hour. 

 

H. Liquid and solid wastes, storage of animal or vegetable waste which attract 

insects or rodents or otherwise create a health hazard, shall be prohibited. No waste 

products shall be exposed to view from eye level from any property line. 

 

I. Open Storage. All storage shall be located within an area not closer than 20 feet 

from the street right-of-way line and shall be enclosed with a heavy wire fence or of a 

similar type, with the top of the fence not less than six feet above the adjoining street 

level, or by an attractive hedge or board fence at least six feet high. 

 

In case of the open storage of lumber, coal, or other combustible material, a 

roadway shall be provided, graded, surfaced and maintained from the street to the rear of 

the property, to permit free access of fire trucks at any time. 

 

Section 3.   Severability.  If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

Ordinance should be held to be unconstitutional or unlawful by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or 

constitutionality of any other section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance.   

 

Section 4.   Publication.  This Ordinance shall be published by an approved 

summary consisting of the title.  

 

Section 5.   Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full 

force and effect five days after publication, as provided by law.    

 
 

 PASSED by the City Council of Pacific this ___ day of ____, 2020. 
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Leanne Guier 

Mayor 

 

AUTHENTICATED: 

 

 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:  

Office of the City Attorney 

 

_________________________________ 

Kinnon Williams, City Attorney 
 

PUBLISHED:  

EFFECTIVE DATE:   
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